
Policy NE8 - Natural Heritage 
 
Development that, taking into account any proposed mitigation measures, has an 
adverse effect on a protected species or an area designated because of its natural 
heritage value will only be permitted where it satisfies the relevant criteria in 
Scottish Planning Policy. These are International Designations, National 
Designations, Local Designations and European Protected Species and Species 
protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 
 
In all cases of development at any location: - 
 
1. Applicants should submit supporting evidence for any development that may 
have an adverse effect on a protected species demonstrating both the need for 
the development and that a full range of possible alternative courses of action 
has been properly examined and none found to acceptably meet the need 
identified. 
 
2. An ecological assessment will be required for a development proposal on or 
likely to affect a nearby designated site or where there is evidence to suggest 
that a habitat or species of importance (including those identified in the UK and 
Local Biodiversity Action Plans) exists on the site. 
 
3. No development will be permitted unless steps are taken to mitigate negative 
development impacts. All proposals that are likely to have a significant effect on 
the River Dee SAC will require an appropriate assessment which will include the 
assessment of a detailed construction method statement addressing possible 
impacts on Atlantic Salmon, Freshwater Pearl Mussel and Otter. Development 
proposals will only be approved where the appropriate assessment 
demonstrates that there will be no adverse affect on site integrity, except in 
situations of overriding public interest. 
 
4. Natural heritage beyond the confines of designated sites should be protected 
and enhanced. 
 
5. Where feasible, steps to prevent further fragmentation or isolation of habitats 
must be sought and opportunities to restore links which have been broken will 
be taken. 
 
6. Measures will be taken, in proportion to the opportunities available, to enhance 
biodiversity through the creation and restoration of habitats and, where 
possible, incorporating existing habitats. 
 
7. There will be a presumption against excessive engineering and culverting; 
natural treatments of floodplains and other water storage features will be 
preferred wherever possible; there will be a requirement to restore existing 
culverted or canalised water bodies where this is possible; and the inclusion of 
SUDS. Natural buffer strips will be created for the protection and enhancement 
of water bodies, including lochs, ponds, wetlands, rivers, tributaries, estuaries 
and the sea. Supplementary Guidance will be developed on buffer strips. 


